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ACCESS TO LEGAL, SAFE, TIMELY AND COMPASSIONATE ABORTION
CARE IS ESSENTIAL HEALTHCARE AND WE NEED MEASURES TO
PROTECT REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS

The following Australian organisations and individuals voice their support for
reproductive rights and access to legal, safe, timely and compassionate abortion.

We believe that the US Supreme Court overturning Roe v Wade and threatening
access to legal abortion in the United States of America would be detrimental for
millions of women, girls and anyone who may need to seek an abortion. Any action to
go backwards in reproductive rights is against the global trend of making access to
abortion easier and more secure.

Abortion is an essential aspect of reproductive healthcare and rights. Access to
abortion has been determined by the United Nations Human Rights Committee, and
others, to be a basic human right.

While all jurisdictions in Australia have laws providing for legal access to abortion, and
safe access to clinics; barriers to abortion access in Australia remain and are based
on how governments have implemented this healthcare within public health systems.
Abortion is yet to be properly decriminalised in South Australia and Western
Australia. We call on the SA and WA Governments to finally remove abortion from
their criminal statute books.

Access to this vital health service should not depend on your postcode, class, race,
gender or ability.

We call upon state, territory and federal government in Australia to embed this

essential reproductive healthcare into our public health services, to ensure everyone
who needs it can access compassionate and timely care.
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Each person knows what the best choice is for themselves, for their health, their body
and their future. They should be able to feel safe and in control of their bodies and be
free to decide whether and when to have a child.

A person who needs to end their pregnancy shouldn’t have to travel hundreds of
kilometres from home, or cross state borders or take on medical debt, to access the
healthcare they need and is capable of being provided locally within public
healthcare systems. Healthcare professionals should be able to practice in safe
workplaces to provide their patients with the best care possible — without fear of
criminal charges or concerns around public retribution.

We stand in solidarity with healthcare professionals who provide abortion care and
every person who has accessed an abortion, or may need to in the future.

We support access to legal, safe, timely, compassionate healthcare and protections

for reproductive rights in conjunction with supporting bodily autonomy and
reproductive justice.

Signed by:

Children by Choice
Human Rights Law Centre

Micah Projects
Domestic Violence Action Centre

e Fair Agenda Queensland Sexual Assault Network
e Women with Disabilities Australia March4Justice

e ASHM Australian Greens

e SPHERE Socialist Alliance

Sexual Health and Family Planning
ACT (SHFPACT)

Mackay Women's Services
Women's Health and Equality
Queensland

Women’s Health Victoria

The Centre for Women & Co
Respect Inc

Reproductive Choice Australia
Women’'s Health Matters

Iris Education

National Foundation for Australian

Marie Stopes Australia
Women for Australia

The Parenthood

Families Magazine

Doctors Reform Society

Our Bodies Our Choices
Women'’s Electoral Lobby
Full Stop Australia

Women's Community Shelters
Queensland Women'’s Health
Network Inc

Anti Poverty Centre

Women Team Trick
o WWILD Sexual Violence Prevention Across the Cloud
Association Inc EVAWQ
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The Abortion Project

Society of Australian Sexologists
Health and Community Services
Union

Australian Women's Health Network
Women's Health NSW

Simonique Enterprise T/A Adult
Bliss

One Woman Project
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SA Abortion Action Coalition

The Royal Women'’s Hospital
Immigrant Women's Support
Service

Centre for Women's Safety and
Wellbeing

Australian Womens Health Network
Full Stop Australia

Doctors Against Violence Towards
Women
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Individuals:

Professor Heather Douglas
Professor Caroline de Costa MBBS
BA MPH PhD FRANZCOG FRCOG
Dr Fiona Mack

Dr Caroline Harvey MBBS (Hons)
MPH MPM Grad Dip Sexology
DRANZCOG FRACGP

Dr Kay Strom MBBS (Hons) FRACG
Dr Lois Macfarlane MRCGP DRCOG
DFRSH MRACGP — Brookside
Medical Centre

Dr Melissa Brown - Thirroul Medical
Practice

Dr. Lesley Barron, MD, MPhil, FRACS
Dr Judith Dean — RN, Midwife, BN,
MPHTM, Centaur Fellow

Dr Aneesa Taylor FRACGP, MBBS,
DCH

Associate Professor Melissa Kang
MBBS MCH PhD

Dr Jessica Phillips-Yelland MBBS
BSc DRANZCOG Adv DCH CACEM
Dr Amanda Cohn BA BMed MD
CertEM MPH(Epi) MIPH FRACGP
Fiona MARTIN - RN/RM

Annette Hamilton - RN

Geraldine KIRK - RN/RM

Sarah THORNTON - EEN

Dr Catriona MELVILLE - Deputy
Medical director at Marie Stopes
Australia

Ashleigh LAWRENCE - RN

Dr Andrew HAIG

Kamila HEJRETOVA - RN Jessica
Barnes RN/RM

Talay Quinlan — Clinical nurse

Dr Vasudha lyengar - FRANZCOG
Dr Merri Andrew
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Dr Claire Rogers BSc MIH PhD
(International Health)

Anasua Misha Datta, GP

Dr Meng Mei Phua FRACGP MBBS
SCHP CWH

Emily Mayo - reproductive rights
campaigner and coordinator of
#ArrestUs

Associate Professor Barbara Baird -
Co-Convenor SA Abortion Action
Coalition (saaac). Women's &
Gender Studies, Flinders University
Associate Professor Suzanne Belton
2019 PHAA winner in Leadership
and Advocacy for abortion service
reform

Penny Sharpe MP

Sue Boyce, former Qld LNP senator
Adam Bandt MP

Senator Larissa Waters

Senator Sarah Hanson-Young
Senator Peter Whish-Wilson
Senator Janet Rice

Senator Dorinda Cox

Senator Lidia Thorpe

Senator Jordon Steele-John
Senator Nick McKim

Senator Mehreen Faruqi

Jenny Leong MP

Abigail Boyd MLC

Tamara Smith MP

Jamie Parker MP

Sue Higginson MLC-elect

Cate Faehrmann MLC

Tammy Franks MLC

Rob Simms MLC

Sarah Ratcliffe, The University of
Sydney
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Individuals:

Nancy Cramond
Ritamay Roberts
Dineli Kalansuriya, 2nd Year Medical
Student, University of Queensland
Dianne Miller

Brooke Sonter
Jennifer Gilchrist
Shaz Harrison-Williams
Megan McKenzie
Stephanie Chen
Sarah Burns

Anna Franklin

Ella Lee

Amora Lau

Dr Matthew Berryman
Chloe Berryman

Lizzy Porter

Simone Dejun

Emma lwinska
Catharine Nederveen
Jaklene Vukasinovic
Ali Saoirse

Brooke WAIket

Anita Dudley
Cassandra Beer

Katie Parks

Paul Thorn

Kerrie Gardner

Ash Baghursy
Katherine Benson
Marielle Turner

Lily McAuliffe

Donna Shay

Arwen Julian

Kamala Emanuel
Jessica Jenkins
Kirsten Munro

Krystal Player
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Megan Hunt
Catherine Orr

karen shaw

Shelby Mahoney
Katie Bell

Katherine Hills-Vink
Lois Garner

Jo Bolger

Emma Matthews
Tash Howson

Kari Vallury

Celeste Thorn

Dr Kate Poland
Carly Watson

Beth Sorensen
Josephine Harte
Clare McDonald
Eva Akyol

Mia Symonds
Aneta Brewer
Kerrin Bradfield
Maeve Bridge
Natalie Knopke
Isabelle Ashford
Michael Berkman MP
Amy MacMahon

Dr Jacqueline Coombe
Kelsey McArthur
Paris Krajina

Tania Voon
Samantha Campbell
Alicia Remedios
Rebecca Kilvington
Polly Fletcher
Yolanda Lovie-Toon
Jessica Evans
Réisin McGee
Nicole Utley
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Individuals:

Bridget Harris
Sidney Atkinson
Andrew Heap
Shannon Johnson
Marjory Vilaverde
Emily Laycock
Sarah Tuckfield
Jacqui McLellan
Carly Hanson

Rita Mattila

Claire Coveney
Estefania Arteta Molina
Dr Helen Keleher
Jaime Mack

Alex Conlon
Renata Lucas
Madeline Price
Denele Crozier
Morgan Watson
Sharon Monteith
Monique Turmine
Kelly Ventress
Christina Michalakellis
Caterina Schulz
Megan Elias
Bonney Corbin
Laura Henschke
Danelle Dobinson
Pat Filmer-Sankey
Tina Helm

Cristina Cabrera-Ayers
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Madeleine Spicer
Skye O'Halloran
Adele Murdolo
Luka Janes-Doherty
Christy Fischer
Carla Gorton
Desiree LaGrappe
Leonie Short
Nicola Sheeran
Anne O'Rourke
Melanie Dorrington
Sammy Cooper

Dr Chris Briggs
Mary Barram
Georgia Santomartino
Ange Hale

Amy Stokes

Katie Does

Anita Hutchison
Ellie W-B

Lesley Soo

www.childrenbychoice.org.au



Last updated on 25 May 2022

ational CEI:'IFRE
Foundation for FOR WOMEN
: _ mackay
Australian =0 ,
() Women ) wWOon |ens
REAL WOMEN VISIONARY | EADERSHIP Specialist Domestic Viclence SE’WIC@S

& Women's Wellbeing Services

& Women women’s

"}"?"?.’: 'L With
’S' 3« L Disabilities he(]lth
et n‘ff fustralia matterse

uf

Reproductive and Sexual health education
for health professionals

0
D LR @ poc

Q Women’s Health

v I C T ORI A

¢ )\ SPHERE

NHMRC Centre of Research Excellence in Sexual and
Reproductive Health for Women in Primary Care

- ‘2
ENDING 'i -
VIOLENCE I MSI
AGAINST ” L
R, WOMEN o8 REPRODUCTIVE
p CHOICES
” SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIAN 4\()/> H ACS U
SEXOLOGISTS . * s ol
thewomens

the royal women's hospital

Children by Choice www.childrenbychoice.org.au 8



Last updated on 25 May 2022

@

women’s
health

CENTRE FOR
Women's Safety
and Wellbeing

EROTICBOUTIQUE

WOMEN’S WUMAN

HEALTH
NETWORK PROJECT

AUSTRALIAN UNE
Full@Australia

SOCIAL SECTOR

DAVTW COMMUNITY
-=< @ Doctors Against Violence CONNECT

Towards Women
(-

Children by Choice www.childrenbychoice.org.au 9



Last updated on 25 May 2022

About Children by Choice

Children by Choice is a non-profit organisation, committed to providing evidence-
based information on all pregnancy options - abortion, adoption, alternative or
kinship care and parenting.

Our pregnancy options counselling, information and referral service is Queensland-
wide. Our education and training operate across Australia.

We also advocate for improvements to law and policy that would increase women's
access to reproductive health services and information. We are recognised nationally
and internationally as a key advocacy group for the needs and rights of women in
relation to reproductive and sexual health.

We are funded by the Queensland Department of Justice and Attorney-General to
provide our counselling and some of our community education services. We rely
heavily on our members, supporters, and volunteers to assist us in our non-funded
work, and are a registered charity with the Australian Charities and Not-For-Profits
Commission.

Do you or your organisation want to be
included in this statement?

Contact:

admin@childrenbychoice.org.au
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